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DISCLAIMER

This document was prepared as an account of work sponsored by the United States
Government. While this document is believed to contain correct information, neither the
United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor the Regents of the University of
California, nor any of their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or
assumes any legal responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any
information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not
infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein to any specific commercial product,
process, or service by its trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does not
necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the
United States Government or any agency thereof, or the Regents of the University of
California. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or
reflect those of the United States Government or any agency thereof or the Regents of the
University of California.
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obituaries
Donald Cooksey

Donald Cooksey died 19 August at the age
of 85. His role in the establishment and
direction of the Radiation Laboratory of
the University of California (now the
Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory) cannot
be overemphasized. When Ernest Law-
rence came to California from New Haven
in 1928, Cocksey was already his close
friend; they had first met when Lawrence
was a graduate student at Yale University
in 1924. The relation continued through
long summer visits to Berkeley and
through an extensive correspondence.
Cooksey came to Berkeley to stay in
1936.

During a visit to the Radiation Labo-
ratory in 1932, Cooksey participated in
the first observations of nuclear disinte-
gration by cyclotron-accelerated protons.
In 1935 he designed a new and more reli-
able cyclotron chamber and two years
later was the chief designer for a large
37-inch device. That same year he was
appointed to the University of California’s
physics department as an unpaid research
associate. When the Regents of the
University officially recognized the Lab-
oratory and provided some financial as-
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sistance, Donald Cooksey was the first
person hired with the title of assistant
director. He was named associate direc-
tor when the position was created in 1943
and remained in that role until his re-
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tirement in 1959 from the Laboratory.

Cooksey’s activities in the early, un-
structured years of the Laboratory was as
a confidant and right-hand man to Law-
rence and also involved work and leader-
ship in many diverse areas. He was par-
ticularly interested in the mechanical
shops and in the improvement of design
and engineering standards. His dedi-
cated attention to essential details made
it possible for Lawrence to devote his time
to scientific work and to the raising of fi-
nancial support, which at that time came
principally from private foundations.

Later, his role became more that of the
traditional administrator, but he never
lost sight of the importance of the human
element. He was gracious and friendly to
all, and many of the early staff and stu-
dents received help from him in times of
difficulty. He aided in disseminating the
cyclotron art throughout the world
through correspondence and by the
preparation of a Cook Book of Vacuum
Chambers and Assoctated Parts.

Cooksey was born in Irvington-on-
Hudson, New York on 15 May 1892. As
a lieutenant in the US Army Ordnance
Department in World War I he helped
develop a method for synchronizing ma-
chine-gun fire between aircraft propeller
blades. He was educated at Yale Uni-
versity, receiving his PhD in 1932, and
was a Fellow of The American Physical
Society.

EDpWIN M. MCMILLAN
Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory
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This report was done with support from the Department of Energy.
Any conclusions or opinions expressed in this report represent solely
those of the author(s) and not necessarily those of The Regents of the
University of California, the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory or the
Department of Energy.
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